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The Word Guild Is Pleased to Announce 

The 2024 Word Awards Short List 
Honouring the Best of Canadian Christian Writing from 2023 

 
NOMINEES ARE PRESENTED ALPHABETICALLY BY LAST NAME 

 

 

UNPUBLISHED WORK CLASSES 
 

 

FRESH INK and IN THE BEGINNING {Unpublished Author Awards} 

 
Poem / Short Story 

• Hilda Van Gyssel, “Judging Others” 

• Hilda Van Gyssel, “The Morning Garden” 

• Sarah VanZandbeek, “Unspoken” 
 

MANUSCRIPT–FIRST 3 CHAPTERS 

• Ani Birch, “Iggy’s Voyage” 

• Gloria Harnett, “The Unknown Enemy” 

• Mark McLeod, “A Philosophy of Woman” 

• Uta Van Ziffle, “Let There Be Light-A Love Story” 
 

CASTLE QUAY BEST NEW CANADIAN MANUSCRIPT 

 

• Cheryl. E. Bristow, “On Good Soil”  
● Susanne Dobbin, “Raising the Dead” 
● Andrea Sellen Kell, “From the Hero Archives” 
● Carolin M. Paradis, “God Quest: God Discovered in Everyday Places” 
● Sharlene Olson, “Grace is the Colour Blue” 

● Deborah A.M. Phillips, “4 Names 28 Moves” 

● Helena St. Martin, “Starling’s Rescue”  
● Lori Zenker, with Mike Zenker, “Watch: A Memoir of Forgiveness” 
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DIGITAL ENTRY CLASSES 
 

ARTICLES / SHORT PIECES (ASP) – CHRISTIAN 

 
BLOG/COLUMN SERIES/COLUMN SINGLE 

• Lynn Dove, “Peace in the Midst of Calamity” 

• David Guretzki, “Not Without Prayer: When What Used to Work Stops Working” 

• Carol Ford, “An Honest Reflection” 

• Derek Schuurman, “ChatGPT and the Rise of AI” 

• Terrie Todd, “What History Forgets” 
 
DEVOTIONAL /INSPIRATIONAL 

● Elena Dee, “Bean Pie” 
● Rose McCormick Brandon, “Seven Pillars of Wisdom” 
● Ben Volman, “When the Way Seems Uncertain” 

 
LONG FEATURE & NEWS 

● Daniel Melvill Jones, “Bearing Fruit in Muddy Swamps: The Phenomenon of J.S. Back In Japan”    
● Ilana Reimer, “Parents, Kids and Faith” 

 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE & PERSONAL OPINION 

● Marcia Laycock, “Testimony of a Child Now Armed” 

● John Redekop, “Is This God’s Judgement?” 

 
POETRY/LYRICS 

• Sandy Ayer, “Autumn in the Shield” 

• Naomi Pattison-Williams, “Kintsugi” 

• Elizabeth Shepherd, “Three Things” 
 
PROFILE/HUMAN INTEREST & SHORT FEATURE 

● Duane Henry, “An International Leadership Journey-64 Years of Trust: Interview with Dennis White” 

● John Redekop, “A Bigger Challenge” 

● John Redekop, “A New Church Service” 

 

 

ARTICLES / SHORT PIECES (ASP) – GENERAL MARKET 

 
COLUMN SERIES/SINGLE/NEWS/PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 

● Julie Fitz-Gerald, “RBC Training Ground to Host Dedicated Testing Events for Indigenous Athletes” 

● John Redekop, “About the Jews” 

● John Redekop, “A Sad Saga in the United Kingdom” 

● John Redekop, “A Walk Out” 

● John Redekop, “The Big Gender Lie” 

● Jack Taylor, “Releasing the Burden of Busyness” 
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PUBLISHED BOOKS CLASSES 
 

BOOKS  – CHRISTIAN FICTION 

 
CHILDREN–FICTION & NON-FICTION 

• Suzanne Benner, “Everything I Need” 

• Connie Dennis, “Pickles the Osprey” 

• Jessica Posthumus & Terry Posthumus,“Bella’s Big Day” 

• Beverly Rayner & Annette Lanoue, “A Seed is a Promise” 

• Lynda Throop, “What’s So Special About a Sheep?” 
 

FICTION 
● Teresa Arsenault, “Bee Singer Queen”  
● Aaron Babcock, “The Erne Warder”  
● Angela Charles, “His Perfect Timing”  

● Beverly Hopwood, “Rock-Bottom Blues” 
● Janet Sketchley, “Deadly Burden: A Green Dory Inn Mystery”  
● Terrie Todd, “April’s Promise” 

 
NOVELLA/SHORT STORY CHRISTIAN & GENERAL MARKET 

● Eleanor Bertin, “Who Sends the Rain?” 

● Deb Elkink, “Clanging Symbols” 

● Deb Elkink, “SCRABBLING” 

● Laura Thomas, “Snow Globe Secrets” 

 

BOOKS – CHRISTIAN NON-FICTION 

 
ACADEMIC 

• L. Ann Jervis, “Paul and Time: Life in the Temporality of Christ”  

• Aimee Patterson, “Suffering Well and Suffering With: Reclaiming Marks of Christian Identity” 

• Stanley E. Porter, “The Pastoral Epistles: A Commentary on the Greek Text” 

• Daniel Rolfe, “Just as We are One” 
 
BIBLICAL STUDIES & APOLOGETICS 

● Phil M. Wagler, “Live Your Assignment: Being Christ’s Ambassador in 7 Spheres of Life” 

● Tom Copland, “Managment of Money Impacts Relationships with God, Spouse, and Eternity” 

● David Kitz & Edward Hird, “The Elisha Code and the Coming Revival” 

● Denise Wilson, “Seven Words You Never Want to Hear” Study Guide 

 
CHRISTIAN LIVING–PERSONAL GROWTH 

● Roger Helland, “Pursuing God’s Presence: A Practical Guide to Daily Renewal and Joy” 

● Kingsley Morrison, “A Reconciled Life”  

● Sheila Wray Gregoire, Rebecca Gregoire Lindenbach, Joanna Sawatsky, “She Deserves Better” 

● Jonathan Zinck, “When God is Silent” 
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CHRISTIAN LIVING–SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

● Fern Buszowski, “Embrace Life, Embrace Hope: Cultivating Wholeness and Resilience Through the 
Unexpected” 

● Marion Grace Mahar, “Drop Your Sword: Letting God Fight Your Battles” 

● Ken Shigematsu, “Now I Become Myself” 
 
DEVOTIONAL 

● Ginette Armoogan, “Hope Unhindered” 

● Annette Ford, “The Gift of Tears: A 10 Week Devotional Journey” 

● Lindsey Gallant, “A Quiet Christmas: Keeping Silence with the Word” 

 
LIFE STORIES–BIOGRAPHY : CHRISTIAN AND GENERAL 

● Danny Covey, “Scar Tissue” 

● Elizabeth Kranz, “If I Canoe It So Canoe  

● Lisa M. LeBlanc, “The Ninth Child” 

● Pirkko Rytkonen, “Between Us: A True Story of Longing for Love and Letters” 

● Carolyn Watts, “Risking Rest” 

● Eric Wright, “A Man’s Journey Through Grief” 

KS – GENERAL MARKET FICTION 
 

BOOKS – SPECIALTY BOOKS & SCRIPTS  

• William G. Hobbs, “The Basin and the Shield” 

• Joanne Epp, Sally Ito & Sarah Klassen, “Wonder-Work: Selected Sonnets of Catharina Regina von 
Greiffenberg” 

• Burl Horniachek, “To Heaven’s Rim-The Kingdom Poet’s Book of World Christian Poetry” 

• Eleanna Norton, Illustrated by Scott Norton, “Little Dancers” 
 

WRITER OF COLOUR 

 

• Angela Charles, “His Perfect Timing” 

• Duane Henry, “An International Leadership Journey – 64 Years of Trust: Interview with Dennis White”  

• Kingsley Morrison, “A Reconciled Life” 
 

HARVEY/MACKEY JOURNALISM AWARD 

 

• Julie Fitz-Gerald, “RBC Training Ground to Host Dedicated Testing Events for Indigenous Athletes” 

• Ilana Reimer, “Parents, Kids and Faith” 
 

DEBRA FIEGUTH SOCIAL JUSTICE AWARD 

 

• Julie, Fitz-Gerald, “RBC Training Ground to Host Dedicated Testing Events for Indigenous Athletes” 

• Heather Hancock, “Sister Lost”  

• Kingsley Morrison, “A Reconciled Life”  

• Aimee Patterson, “Suffering Well and Suffering With: Reclaiming Marks of Christian Identity”  

• Carolyn Watts, “Risking Rest”  

• Mark Whittall, “In the Wilderness: Preaching a Pandemic” 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THOSE WHO MADE IT ONTO 

THE 2024 WORD AWARDS SHORTLIST 
 

Copies of the 2024 Shortlist will be posted on 
our Media page and Finalists page 

 
Winners of The 2024 Word Awards will be announced on 

September 14, 2024 
 
 

BECOME A 2024 AWARDS SPONSOR 
 

Please consider becoming a 2024 Awards sponsor. With your assistance we are able to support 
Christian writers across Canada.  

 
To become a sponsor, please email us at: awards@thewordguild.com  

or call: 1-800-969-9010 for more information. 
 

We also wish to thank last year’s sponsors for their generous support 
of The 2023 Word Awards 

 
 

https://thewordguild.com/media/
https://thewordguild.com/the-word-awards-winners-finalists/
mailto:awards@thewordguild.com

