
 

 
 

THE LESLIE K. TARR – LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD PRESS RELEASE 

The Word Guild Honours Distinguished Writer and Professor 

MARKHAM, ON —Dr Ross Hastings of Vancouver, BC, has been recognized as the recipient of this year’s Leslie K. 
Tarr Lifetime Achievement Award. 
 
The annual award, which recognizes a major career contribution to Christian writing and publishing in Canada, is 

given by The Word Guild, a national association of writers, editors, speakers and other interested Christians. The 

Award is sponsored by Castle Quay Books.  

Tarr was an influential magazine editor, and over the years the award in his name has been given to the likes of 
Jean Little, J. I. Packer, Rudy Wiebe, Maxine Hancock and Margaret Avison. 
 
 Nominees for this award must have exemplified three key characteristics within their career to be considered. 
They will have demonstrated excellence in writing; contributed to the development of Christian writing and 
writers in Canada; as well as helped position the church in Canadian society, leading to better understanding of 
Christianity. Full details can be found at https://thewordguild.com/leslie-k-tarr-award. 
 
After due deliberation, the board of The Word Guild has selected Dr. W. Ross Hastings as the winner of the 2025 
Leslie K. Tarr Lifetime Service Award. Dr. Hastings exemplifies all the qualities that the board looks for in a 
candidate for this prestigious national award.  
 
Dr. Hastings is a prolific writer across a variety of academic and spiritual disciplines. He has a long list of 
published writings across two distinct fields, both as a chemist (Queens University, Kingston) and a Christian 
theologian (St. Andrews University, Scotland). Thus far, Professor Hastings has authored eight academic books 
exploring various aspects of Christian faith. This is in addition to a host of articles and contributions to various 
publications. His ninth book, The Glory of the Ascension, comes out on November 11th, and his tenth book will 
come out in July 2026. Both are with IVP Academic. 
 
Dr. Hastings has been active internationally as a writer, conference speaker, guest lecturer, professor and pastor.  
In his current position at Regent College in Vancouver, he supervises masters candidates as they develop their 
thesis papers. 
 
Dr. Ross Hastings’ contribution to Christian writers in Canada is extensive given all that he has done through his 
speaking, teaching and writing activities. We wish him many more years of life and service to his Saviour.  
 
The presentation of the award, including further background about the winner, can be seen here. 
https://youtu.be/pndwqbKF-Ng 
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